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them to aid in the restoration of the French King
to his lawful position ; and subjoined an undertaking
to mobilize their forces in the event of such aid being
given by all the Powers.

No nation is so lost to pride as to submit the
conduct of its internal affairs to the arbitrament of
foreign powers. To the proud and sensitive demo-
cracy of France the declaration of Pillnitz was not a
discipline, but an irritant: and so far from mending
the position of the royal family it only helped to
make it worse. At the same moment elections were
held all over France to the Legislative Assembly.
The men who were returned had no acquaintance
with the subtle and complicated undercurrents of
European policy. They were not aware that nothing
was further from the wishes or designs of the Emperor
than a war with France, and that he would anxiously
clutch at the King's acceptance of the Constitution
to wash his hands of a troublesome business. They
only knew that France had been insulted by two
crowned heads and that there was no reason in the
ultimate nature of things, seeing that all men were
free and equal, why crowned heads should exist at all.
The collection of armed bodies of emigres in the
electorates of Trier-Mainz gave a pretext for a quarrel,
which Francis, who succeeded the pacific Leopold
in March 1792, was not anxious to avoid. In Paris
war was eagerly desired partly by the royalists who
thought that a military success might retrieve the
fortunes of the Crown, partly by the Girondins who
argued that at the call of revolutionary France the
peoples of Europe would throw off their chains.
Both expectations were falsified in the event. Europe
declined to accept the new gospel from France, and